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1. Changing people

2. Working with mobility

3. National campaign

OVERVIEW



• It is a myth that populations are 
declining across all regional Australia 

• Across the board regions have grown

• But remote places are the ones that 
tend to be losing residents

• Less than 40 LGAs lost more than 500 
people over 5 years

CHANGING PEOPLE



WHAT DOES THE POPULATION FLOW LOOK LIKE?

TO 
REGIONS

FROM 
METRO AREAS

FROM 
REGIONAL AREAS

TO
METRO AREAS



MOBILE PEOPLE



MOBILE PEOPLE

From capital city
Moved to regions within

home state/territory

Sydney NSW 103,942 75%

Melbourne VIC 77,401 69%

Brisbane QLD 83,074 76%

Adelaide SA 23,683 61%

Perth WA 40,999 70%

Hobart TAS 4,618 51%

Darwin NT 1,540 12%

Total from capitals to regions 335,257



A RESTLESS NATION

Total population
To

Regional Australia Capital Cities

From
Regional Australia 690,216 436,439

Capital Cities 501,643 2,145,188



MOBILE PEOPLE



MOBILE MILLENNIALS

Millennials 
(20-35yo in 2016)

To

Regional Australia Capital Cities

From
Regional Australia 207,510 178,961

Capital Cities 146,962 874,443



YOUNG PEOPLE TOO – MILLENNIALS FROM CITIES



YOUNG PEOPLE TOO – MILLENNIALS FROM REGIONS



WORKING WITH MOBILITY



• Places are competing for the same kinds of people – places must have 
their own unique appeal to survive

• Town led campaigns – tend to highlight the same features and benefits, 
aren’t differentiated 

• What works? – small financial incentives don’t work
• Major business role modelling is critical – decentralization can be good 

for business and for staff
• National campaign – to push market to outer suburban families and 

individuals the benefits of regional living

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN



LET’S CONNECT

twitter.com/regionalaus

linkedin.com/company/regional-australia-institute

Sign up to our newsletter
regionalaustralia.org.au/home/newsletters

facebook.com/RegionalAus
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